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Welcome to Unity 
School Assembly Screenings, Workshops,

 and Fee Breakdown

Theme and Message of Workshops:
Welcome to Unity is a heart-warming documentary that exemplifies how to embrace people from different 
cultures, while building friendships, and embracing one’s own individuality.  The film is followed by a Q&A 
with director Katharine Mahalic, and a discussion that facilitates a peer group exchange on individuality, 
self-esteem, and the acceptance of others.  The workshop challenges students to listen to one another, 
and encourages students to treat each other with kindness and respect.  The film screening and the 
workshop introduces students to the benefits of experiencing different cultures… all through the eyes of 7 
exchange students and a group of local American teens.

Discussion Topics:
* The importance of individuality.
* Acceptance, tolerance and the understanding of others.
* Listening to and treating each other with kindness and respect.
* Different cultures, places, and costumes.
* The need to say NO to bullying!

Film Synopsis (94 minute documentary):
Imagine how crazy things may get when you put seven exchange students, including two kids from 
Muslim backgrounds, into a Christian home in rural America.  Literally filmed by a group of high schoolers 
and their community, this documentary captures the exchange students learning to live the 'American 
Way' as they sink their teeth into rural Oregon, and become the stars of their high school football team. A 
lighthearted, teen angst film that voyeuristically illustrates that adolescence is a universal experience. 

Audience:
7th - 12th grade 

What is Included: 
A screening of Welcome to Unity, followed by a Q&A, discussion, and peer group exchange on individuality, self-
esteem, and the acceptance of others, facilitated by Director Katharine Mahalic.  

Awards:
Chicago International Children’s Film Festival - Best Documentary Adult Jury Award
Chicago International Children’s Film Festival - Best Documentary Youth Jury Award
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Full Day Visit - $1000.00
(+ transport / mileage / accommodations for schools more than 1.5 hrs from St. Louis, Missouri)

Approx. 9 am - 3 pm  
(hours may vary from school to school)

Description of Screening / Visit Options:

Option 1: 
Welcome to Unity is presented to the entire student body as a school assembly in the gymnasium or 
auditorium.  Q&A, cultural awareness discussion, and peer building workshop is included immediately 
afterword. The director will visit designated classrooms to talk students in a more intimate setting to 
answer questions. 

Option 2:
Welcome to Unity is presented to each grade level separately, in the gymnasium or auditorium followed 
by a Q&A, cultural awareness discussion, and peer building workshop. 
(2 hours is needed per grade level).

Option 3:
Welcome to Unity is presented to students in individual classrooms.  Classrooms as well as class periods 
are often combined (2 classrooms per screening during the duration of a 2 hour period).  Screening is 
followed by a Q&A with directer, a cultural awareness discussion, and peer building workshop.  
Screenings continue throughout the day.

Half Day Visit - $500.00 
(+ transport / mileage / accommodations for schools more than 1.5 hrs from St. Louis, Missouri)

Approx. 9 am - 11:30 am  
(hours may vary from school to school)

Description of Screening / Visit Options:

Welcome to Unity is presented to students in individual classrooms.  Classrooms as well as class periods 
are often combined (2 classrooms per screening during the duration of a 2 hour period).  Screening is 
followed by a Q&A with directer, a cultural awareness discussion, and peer building workshop.  

Note: Generally, the above option involves two screenings of WTU running simultaneously, followed by a 
15 to 20 minute visit by the director to each classroom holding a screening.
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Private Screening of WTU with Visit and Q&A with Director
 Price:  $400.00 (+ transportation, or millage + hotel)

“Groups” include but are not limited to organizations such as art appreciations groups, public libraries, 
film groups, after school organizations and other not-for profit organizations. 

Organization Deals:
If you belong to an organization that would like to host a screening of Welcome to Unity, please 
see below for discount options.

Step 1: Find a school in your area to host a screening!

Step 2: Get a screening and Q & A / discussion for $200.00

South Eastern Michigan and Chicago Deals: 
Accommodations are not needed for screenings located in South Eastern Michigan, and Chicago.
(note: this may change if an entire school district books an event over several days.)

School District Deal:
Book 2 schools — get a third school FREE!
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